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October, October – Katya Balen 
 

 

October and her dad live in the woods. They sleep in the house 
Dad built for them and eat the food they grow in the vegetable 
patches. They know the trees and the rocks and the lake and 
stars like best friends. They read the books they buy in town 
again and again until the pages are soft and yellow - until next 
year's town visit. They live in the woods and they are wild. And 
that's the way it is. Until the year October turns eleven. That's 
the year October rescues a baby owl. It's the year Dad falls out 
of the biggest tree in their woods. The year the woman who calls 
herself October's mother comes back. The year everything 
changes. 
Read an extract 

  

The Skin of the Sea – Natasha Bowen 
 

 

 This is the story of a great love - a love that will threaten worlds 
and anger Gods.  This is a story that will change history. 
Simidele is one of the Mami Wata, mermaids duty-bound to 
collect the souls of those who die at sea and bless their journeys 
back home to the Supreme Creator.  But when a living boy is 
thrown overboard a slave ship, Simi saves his life, going against 
an ancient decree and bringing terrible danger to the mami 
wata.  Now Simi must journey to the Supreme Creator to make 
amends - a journey of vengeful gods, treacherous lands and 
legendary creatures. If she fails, she risks not just the fate of all 
Mami Wata, but also the world as she knows it. 
Read an extract 

  

Our Sister Again – Sophie Cameron 

 

 

 On a small island off the Scottish coast, Isla and her family are 
grieving the loss of her older sister Flora, who died three years 
ago. Then they're offered the chance to be part of a top-secret 
trial, which revives loved ones as fully lifelike AI robots using 
their digital footprint. Isla has her doubts about Second Chances, 
but they evaporate the moment the 'new' Flora arrives. 
This girl is not some uncanny close likeness; she is Flora - a 
perfect replica. But not everyone on their island feels the same. 
And as the threats to Flora mount, she grows distant and more 
secretive. Will Isla be able to protect the new Flora and bring the 
community back together?  
Read an extract 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.readingzone.com/media/pznpmkgr/octoberoctober_chap1.pdf
https://www.readingzone.com/media/iuakkglz/skinofthesea_chap1.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Our-Sister-Again-Sophie-Cameron/dp/1788953916/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Our+sister+again&qid=1657542220&sr=8-1&asin=B09HX2V4P5&revisionId=e639a865&format=1&depth=1


ADAM-2 – Alastair Chisholm 
 

 

 With incredible twists and turns and an action-packed story, this 
is a thrilling, unputdownable adventure.  The robot Adam-2 has 
been locked in the basement of a lost building for over two 
hundred years - until one day he is discovered by two children, 
and emerges into a world ruined by a civil war between humans 
and advanced intelligence.  Hunted by both sides, Adam 
discovers that he holds the key to the war, and the power to end 
it - to destroy one side and save the other. But which side is 
right?  Surrounded by enemies who want to use him, and allies 
who mistrust him, Adam must decide who - and what - he really 
is.  
Read an extract 

  

The Climbers -  Keith Gray 
 

 

 Sully is the best climber in the village. He can scale the Twisted 
Sister's tangled branches and clamber up Double Trunker with 
ease. But when new kid Nottingham shows up and astonishes 
everyone with his climbing skills, Sully's status is under threat 
and there's only one way to prove who's best. Sully and 
Nottingham must race to climb the last unnamed tree. Whoever 
makes it to the top will become a legend. But something spiteful 
and ugly has reared its head in Sully ... Is it worth losing 
everything just to reach the top? 
Read an extract 

  

Gay Club – Simon James Green 
 

 

 Barney's a shoo-in for his school's LGBTQ+ Society President at 
the club's next election. But when the vote is opened up to the 
entire student body, the whole school starts paying attention. 
How low will the candidates go to win? Buckle up for some 
serious shade, scandals and sleazy shenanigans. It isn't long 
before it's National Coming Out Day - for everyone's secrets! But 
when the group faces an unexpected threat - and a big 
opportunity - can the club members put politics aside and stand 
united? 
Read an extract  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.readingzone.com/media/3aiprzxt/adam-2.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Climbers-Keith-Gray/dp/1781129991/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=climbers+keith+gray&qid=1657542088&sr=8-1&asin=B08XB8762K&revisionId=d22495ee&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gay-Club-Simon-James-Green/dp/070231367X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=gay+club&qid=1657541283&sr=8-1&asin=B09LRF2SR7&revisionId=ff486fc3&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gay-Club-Simon-James-Green/dp/070231367X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=gay+club&qid=1657541283&sr=8-1&asin=B09LRF2SR7&revisionId=ff486fc3&format=1&depth=1


Green Rising – Lauren James 
 

 

 Gabrielle is a climate-change activist who shoots to fame when 
she becomes the first teenager to display a supernatural ability 
to grow plants from her skin. Hester is the millionaire daughter 
of an oil tycoon and the face of the family business. Theo comes 
from a long line of fishermen, but his parents are struggling to 
make ends meet. 
 
On the face of it, the three have very little in common. Yet when 
Hester and Theo join Gabrielle and legions of other teenagers 
around the world in developing the strange new "Greenfingers" 
power, it becomes clear that to use their ability for good, they'll 
need to learn to work together. But in a time of widespread 
corruption and greed, there are plenty of profit-hungry 
organizations who want to use the Greenfingers for their own 
ends. And not everyone would like to see the Earth saved...  As 
they navigate first love and family expectations, can the three 
teenagers pull off the ultimate heist and bring about a green 
rising? 
Read an extract  

  

The Boy Behind the Wall – Maximillian Jones  
 

 

 What would you risk for a friend you've never met . . . ? 
 
In 1960s Berlin the Wall is everywhere. It cuts through streets, 
parks, even houses. Teenagers Harry and Jakob live either side 
of the divide. In West Berlin, American Harry witnesses the 
brutal shooting of a boy trying to escape over the Wall into the 
West, and decides to emulate his comic book heroes and help 
those in the East however he can. On the other side in East 
Berlin, Jakob is the adopted son of a high up Stasi officer, feeling 
suffocated by the rules of a strictly regimented society and 
desperate to find his real family. 
When Jakob finds a message that Harry has sent over the Wall, 
he grasps the opportunity. The boys begin a secret friendship, 
evading the authorities using lemon juice as invisible ink to share 
hidden messages. They soon realise that a bold plot to carve a 
tunnel under the wall is the only way out for Jakob - and it's time 
to put their friendship to the test. Just how much are they 
prepared to risk for each other - and for freedom? 
Read an extract 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gay-Club-Simon-James-Green/dp/070231367X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=gay+club&qid=1657541283&sr=8-1&asin=B09LRF2SR7&revisionId=ff486fc3&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boy-Behind-Wall-Maximillian-Jones/dp/1801300003/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+boy+behind+the+wall&qid=1657542612&sr=8-1&asin=B08ZJW2GFG&revisionId=&format=2&depth=1


When the World Was Ours – Liz Kessler 
 

 

 Vienna, 1936 
 
Elsa, Leo and Max have always been best friends, a special team 
of three. Then the Nazis come. 
 As a growing darkness descends around them, Leo and Elsa run 
for their lives, taking two very different paths across Europe. And 
Max, once their closest friend, now becomes the enemy as he is 
drawn into the Hitler Youth. Will the friends ever find their way 
back to each other? Will they want to? 
  
Inspired by a true story, When The World Was Ours is an 
extraordinary novel that is as powerful as it is heartbreaking, and 
shows how the bonds of love, family and friendship allow 
glimmers of hope to flourish, even in the most hopeless of 
times.  
Read an extract 

  

Splinters of Sunshine – Patrice Lawrence  
 

 

 Spey recently received two surprises. The first: his ex-prisoner 
dad turning up unannounced, and the second: a mysterious 
package containing torn-up paper flowers. Spey instantly 
recognises it as a collage he made with his old friend Dee, and 
decides she must be in danger, but there are no clues to her 
whereabouts. There's only one person he knows who can help 
to track her down. On a road trip like no other, will Spey and his 
dad find Dee, before it's too late? 
Read an extract 
 

  

Hide and Secrets – Sophie McKenzie 
 

 

A lonely girl, a missing father and a trail of lies . . .  
Fourteen-year-old Cat is lonely - reeling from the loss of her 
father, she's disconnected from friends and fighting with her 
mum. But when a new boy, Tyler, arrives for the summer, Cat 
finds herself opening up to the handsome stranger. A shocking 
revelation about her dad turns Cat's world on its head. She and 
Tyler uncover a series of secrets that take them on a perilous 
journey. With fresh lies exposed and threats from a dangerous 
gang revealed, will Cat risk everything to keep herself and her 
family safe? 
An explosive, edge-of-your-seat new drama from the original 
queen of teen thrillers Sophie McKenzie. 
Read an extract 

  
 

https://www.readingzone.com/media/mkrp0tpa/whentheworldwasours_extract.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Untitled-Patrice-Lawrence/dp/1444954776/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=splinters+of+sunshine&qid=1657540818&sr=8-1&asin=B08WPCJS3C&revisionId=f84d674e&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hide-Secrets-Sophie-McKenzie/dp/147119910X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=hide+and+secrets+sophie+mckenzie&qid=1661339289&sr=8-1&asin=B08LW5MH42&revisionId=&format=2&depth=1


Like a Charm – Elle McNicoll 
 

 

 Edinburgh is a city filled with magical creatures. No one can see 
them... until Ramya Knox. As she is pulled into her family's world 
of secrets and spells, Ramya sets out to discover the truth behind 
the Hidden Folk with only three words of warning from her 
grandfather: Beware the Sirens. Plunged into an adventure that 
will change everything, Ramya is about to learn that there is 
more to her powers than she ever imagined. 
Read an extract 

  

Silent Stars Go By – Sally Nicholls 
 

 

 Seventeen-year-old Margot Allan was a respectable vicar's 
daughter and madly in love with her fiance Harry. But when 
Harry was reported Missing in Action from the Western Front, 
and Margot realised she was expecting his child, there was only 
one solution she and her family could think of in order to keep 
that respectability. She gave up James, her baby son, to be 
adopted by her parents and brought up as her younger brother. 
Now two years later the whole family is gathering at the vicarage 
for Christmas. It's heartbreaking for Margot being so close to 
James but unable to tell him who he really is. But on top of that, 
Harry is also back in the village. Released from captivity in 
Germany and recuperated from illness, he's come home and 
wants answers. Why has Margot seemingly broken off their 
engagement and not replied to his letters? Margot knows she 
owes him an explanation. But can she really tell him the truth 
about James? 
Read an extract 

  

The Woods are Always Watching – Stephanie Perkins  
 

 

 Bears aren't the only predators in these woods … 
 
Best friends Neena and Josie spent high school as outsiders, but 
at least they had each other. Now, with college and a two-
thousand-mile separation looming on the horizon, they have one 
last chance to be together—a three-day hike deep into the 
woods of the Pisgah National Forest. 
 
Simmering tensions lead to a detour off the trail and straight into 
a waking nightmare; and then into something far worse. 
Something that will test them in horrifying ways 
Read an extract 

  
 
 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/19062/Like-A-Charm-by-Elle-McNicoll.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Silent-Stars-Go-Sally-Nicholls/dp/1839131136/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+silent+stars+go+by&qid=1657542027&sr=8-1&asin=B0875VGJWR&revisionId=ee4eb9d3&format=1&depth=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Woods-are-Always-Watching/dp/1509860320/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+woods+are+always+watching&qid=1657541527&sr=8-1&asin=1509860320&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1


Freeze – Chris Priestley  
 

 

A spine-tingling collection of ghostly tales to chill you to the 
bone.  
 
When Maya and her classmates are asked to write a creepy story 
with a winter theme, they come up with some brilliant ideas. 
Rising floodwaters uncover long-buried bodies and ghostly 
children take to the ice on a frozen canal. But as each of the 
stories is read out in class, Maya grows more and more 
uncomfortable. She features in each of her friends' creepy tales 
and they start to feel a little too real. Finally, when a mysterious 
new girl stands up to read the last story of the day, the light 
outside dims and it starts to snow. The classroom starts to freeze 
but everyone is trapped. Can Maya stop the story before the 
nightmare comes true? 
Read an extract 

  

Utterly Dark and the Face of the Deep – Philip Reeve 
 

 

 It was always at sundown they were seen. In that twilight hour, 
when the walls between the worlds grew thin, strange things 
might slip through the cracks. Sometimes then, so the stories 
went, enchanted islands would appear in the empty ocean to the 
west of Wildsea.  
 
When Utterly Dark was a baby, she was washed up on the shores 
of the Autumn Isles and taken in by the Watcher of Wildsea. But 
everything changes when her guardian suddenly drowns. Now 
who will keep the Watch, and make sure Wildsea stays safe from 
the strange forces teeming in the deep ocean around them? 
Read an extract 

  

Furthermoor – Darren Simpson  
 

 

The real world is a hostile place for 12-year-old Bren, his 
schooldays stalked by vicious bully, Shaun, and his family life 
fractured at home. Ever since his sister Evie died in an accident, 
Bren's only safe space is Furthermoor, an imagined world of 
mechanised trees and clockwork animals, where Evie is still alive. 
In Furthermoor, no one can hurt Bren...until the mysterious 
Featherly arrives.  Now Bren is forced to confront his deepest 
fears and decide if his place in the real world is worth fighting 
for. Enter a world as vast and dark as your imagination, in this 
unforgettable coming-of-age story about courage, friendship 
and finding your voice.  
Read an extract 

  
 
 
 
 

https://www.readingzone.com/media/ji5i0i40/freeze_chap1.pdf
https://www.readingzone.com/media/bfrofudt/utterlydark_chap1.pdf
https://www.readingzone.com/media/fwzdbfsc/furthermoor_extract.pdf


The Summer We Turned Green – William Sutcliffe 
 

 

 It's the summer holidays, and thirteen-year-old Luke has just 
had his life turned upside down. First his older sister Rose moved 
'across the road' - where a community of climate rebels are 
protesting the planned airport expansion - and now his dad's 
gone too. Dad only went to get Rose back, but he's out there 
building totem poles out of old furniture and wearing sandals 
and drinking mead (whatever that is) with the best of them ... 
Luke is determined to save his dad, his sister AND his summer. 
So how does he find himself at the top of a tree refusing to leave 
until the bulldozers stand down? A fresh, funny, heartfelt look at 
this generation's must-win battle: one earth, one chance. 
Read an extract 

The Rollercoaster Boy - Lisa Thompson  
 

 

 Todd and Laurie's dad is either on top of the world, taking them 
on fun adventures, or down in the depths and sleeping all the 
time. In the middle of the night, he bundles them into the car 
and drives them to the Paradise Hotel. He paints a picture of a 
luxurious mansion surrounded by acres of land - a fairground, a 
swanky swimming pool, a grand ballroom, firework displays.  
The reality is a rundown dump - and the disappointment means 
Dad takes to his bed.  
Todd and Laurie have the run of the place, and meet Scout, the 
daughter of the owner, who tells them about the night many 
years ago when a famous novelist vanished from her room on 
the top floor, which was locked from the inside... with clues to 
crack, a mystery to solve, and Dad to worry about, this holiday is 
full of twists and turns. 
A sensitive, empathetic portrayal of having a parent with bipolar 
Funny, moving and brilliantly plotted - a true page-turner.  
Read an extract 

  

Into the Sideways World – Ross Welford 
 

 

 When twelve-year-olds Willa and Manny hear of a mysterious 
animal prowling their town, they are determined to prove it is 
real. Following the creature into a cave one full moon, they are 
swept into an alternate, ideal, world - one where pollution and 
conflict have been conquered decades ago and even their own 
families seem happier. But when they return, no one believes 
them. So, with a global war looming in their own world, their 
quest for proof of the Sideways World becomes ever-more 
urgent, in a nail-biting race against time. And Willa and Manny 
will have to make an impossible decision: because once you find 
a perfect world, can you ever leave it behind? 
Read an extract 

 

 

https://www.readingzone.com/media/r5up1p0w/thesummerweturnedgreen_chap1.pdf
https://www.readingzone.com/media/2nskzahd/therollercoasterboy_chap1.pdf
https://www.readingzone.com/media/0mffzufd/intothesidewaysworld_chap1.pdf

