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Introduction 
 
This booklet should provide you and your parents with the information that you need 
to make subject choices. You should read through the booklet carefully and discuss 
any questions with a subject teacher or your Guidance teacher. It is very important 
that you choose subjects carefully. 
 

Frequently asked questions 
 
How do I know which subjects to choose? 
 
You should base your choice on the following: 
 

 Ability in the subject – you are likely to be keen to continue with a subject 
where you feel confident that you can do well. 
 

 Enjoyment of the subject – you should choose subjects you enjoy, as these 
are the subjects where you are most likely to do well. 

 

 Career and/or future study possibilities – if you already have a clear idea of a 
career or are of study you want to pursue after school, then choose subjects 
that are essential or useful for that area.  

 

 Balance of subjects across curriculum areas – you may well feel confident that 
you want to work in science, but it is unwise to abandon a curriculum area 
completely. You may well change your mind, or in S6 you may wish to pick up 
an additional qualification in a new curriculum area. 

 

 Your 3 year plan – the 6 subjects you choose for S4 are crucial as you will 
continue to study 5 of these same subjects for S5. If you intend returning for 
S6, you should begin planning now for the qualifications you would like to have 
when you finally leave school. 

 

How many subjects will I study? 
 
S4 pupils study 6 subjects (including English and mathematics) at National level. 
There will also be 2 units of core PE, a unit of RME and a unit of PSE with a Guidance 
teacher. 
 
S5 pupils study 5 subjects (normally including English and mathematics), including a 
mix of Higher and National level, mostly continuing with subjects studied in S4. S5 
pupils also choose an S5 enhancement course. 
 
S6 pupils should study 4 subjects, at Higher or Advanced Higher level. S6 pupils 
should NOT routinely choose national level courses. 
 
What is the difference between National 4 and National 5? 
 
National courses are available at different levels. Every course is made up of Units. 
National 4 courses are assessed internally by teachers and do NOT have an end of 
course exam. They are assessed as pass or fail. Instead of an exam, National 4 
courses have a piece of independent work called an Added Value Unit, which is 
assessed by teachers in school. To achieve a full National 4 award, pupils must pass 
all unit assessments, and the Added Value Unit. 



Most National 5 courses have an exam and they are graded A-D, with marks awarded 
externally by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA). 
 
 
What does a good Course Choice look like? 
 
It will be different for different pupils, but should be based on thinking carefully about a 
pupil’s future ambitions, keeping a balance of subjects across different curriculum 
areas, taking into account entry requirements for college or university courses, and 
also thinking about the subjects prospective employers expect you to have. A good 
course choice should be one where each choice can be justified, as in the example 
over. 
 
An S4 pupil might choose 
 

A B C D E F 

Chemistry 
 
A second science 
to support career 
interest 

Biology 
 
Due to career 
interest in 
medicine/veterinary 
science 

History 
 
To keep studying 
 a social subject 

Accounting 
 
To keep business 
as a second  
career option 

English 
(compulsory) 
 
Needed for entry to 
most FE or university 
courses; highly valued 
by employers 

Maths 
(compulsory) 
 
Needed for entry to 
most FE or 
university courses; 
highly valued by 
employers 

 
 

How do I know which subjects I will need for university or college? 
 
All universities and FE colleges publish their entry requirements for all courses in their 
prospectus. These are available to download from institution websites 
 

 University of Aberdeen: www.abdn.ac.uk 

 Robert Gordon’s University: www.rgu.ac.uk 

 North East of Scotland College (NESCol): www.nescol.ac.uk 
 

How do I know which subjects I will need for the job I want? 
 
Talk to your subject teachers and guidance teacher; seek advice from family members 
and look online. Look at job adverts online, or can be consulted on My World of Work, 
Scotland’s national careers advice website. 
 

 My World of Work: http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk 
 

Help! I don’t know what I want to do after school – what do I do? 
 
Don’t panic! This is the situation for most young people. Most of us have no idea what 
we want to spend our lives doing when we are 14 or 15, which is why it is so important 
to think carefully about subject choice and keep as many options open as possible. 
You are likely to change your mind about your final career many times, and there is 
also the fact that the job market is changing rapidly – there are jobs available now that 
simply did not exist 10 years ago (social media manager, app developer)…this will 
happen again in the next 10 years: you may end up in a role that doesn’t exist yet! 
 
 
 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/
http://www.nescol.ac.uk/
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/


Progressing to S6 
 
Pupils who have displayed a commitment to their education in S5 are welcome to 
return for S6. This can be an excellent preparation for future academic study and also 
gives an opportunity to prepare for the world beyond school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S6 pupils must choose options that meet the minimum tariff points requirement 
detailed below. 
 

S6 Tariff Points 
 
Qualification Points – 60 points required 
 
Advanced Higher Courses 20 points 
Higher Courses   17 points 
National 5 Courses  15 points 
YASS modules   5 points 
 
Skills for Life, Learning and Work Points – 10 points required 
 
School Service   4 points 

(at least 2 periods per week) 
~ Paired Reading 
~ Learning Centre support 
~ Classroom tutoring 
~ Technician support 

S6 committees   3 points 
~ Senior Prom 
~ Yearbook 
~ Charities 

Work Experience   7 points 
(at least 2 periods per week) 

Community Involvement  3 points 
  
All pupils intending to return for S6 must choose options that meet the points 
requirement for both Qualifications (60) and Skills for Life, Learning and Work (10). A 
surplus in one area can NOT be used to compensate for a deficit in the other. 
 

Acceptable √ Acceptable √ NOT Acceptable × 

H Maths (17) 
Higher English (17) 
Higher Modern (17) 
Nat 5 Business (15) 

Nat 5 Maths (15) 
Nat 5 English (15) 
Nat 5 Physics (15) 
Nat 5 Design & Man (15) 

Ad Higher English (20) 
Ad Higher Modern (20) 
Higher Psychology (17) 

Qualification Points 66 Qualification Points 60 Qualification Points 57 

Work Experience (7) 
School Service (4) 

Prom Committee (3) 
Paired Reading (4) 
Community Involve (3) 

Work Experience 7 
Charities Committee 3 
Prom Committee 3 

Skills Points 11 Skills Points 10 Skills Points 13 

 
 

S6 pupils MUST have a viable and sustainable timetable, one which will 
continue for the whole year and will provide a suitable level of academic 
challenge. We cannot accept part-time pupils into S6. 



Subject Information 
 
Accounting (Higher and National 5)       
 
Course Content:  This course will provide pupils with a comprehensive knowledge of 
Accounting, the tasks involved and the contribution accounting makes to the world of 
business and personal finance. It will enable learners to understand, and make use of 
financial information so that they can prepare accounting statements and analyse, interpret 
and report on an organisation’s financial performance.   
 
This course has 3 mandatory units: 
 
1 Preparing Financial Accounting Information 
In this unit, learners will develop knowledge and understanding relating to the preparation of 
financial accounting information for external use. 
 
2 Preparing Management Accounting Information 
In this unit, learners will develop knowledge and understanding of internal accounting 
information and the ability to prepare such information using a range of basic accounting 
techniques. 
 
3 Analysing Accounting Information 
This unit will develop skills, knowledge and understanding relating to the interpretation and 
analysis of accounting information.  The information will be used to assess the 
organisation’s current financial position and performance and assist with decision making 
and planning. 
 
Assessment – Unit Assessments:  Learners will be examined throughout the year using 
the Assessment Standards provided by the SQA.  To gain the award for this course, the 
learner must pass all of the Assessment Standards within each Unit Assessment. 
 
Assessment – Final Award: The Assignment, provided by the SQA, will account for a 
maximum of 30% of a pupil’s final mark.  The final exam will account for the remaining 70%. 
 
 
Administration and IT (Higher and National 5) 
 
Course Content:  The purpose of this course is to enable learners to understand the nature of 
administration and to use IT effectively within administration related contexts.  It will also help 
them become responsible citizens by making them aware about issues affecting society, such 
as internet safety and the impacts of IT.   
 
This course has 3 mandatory units:   
 
1 Administrative Practices 
Learners will develop an understanding of key legislation affecting both organisations and 
employees, the benefits to organisations of good customer care and the skills, qualities and 
attributes required of administrators.   
 
2 IT Solutions for Administrators 
The purpose of this unit is to develop learners’ skills in IT using the following IT applications - 
word processing, spreadsheets, databases. This unit will also allow emerging technologies to 
be incorporated so as to ensure that its content remains current and relevant. 
 
3 Communication in Administration 
This unit will enable learners to use IT for gathering and sharing information.  They will also 
become able to communicate information in ways appropriate to its context, audience and 
purpose. 
 



Assessment – Unit Assessments:  Learners will be examined throughout the year using the 
Assessment Standards provided by the SQA.  To gain the award for this course, the learner 
must pass all of the Assessment Standards within each Unit Assessment. 
 
Assessment – Final Award:  There is no final exam for this subject at National 5 level.  
Instead pupils are graded on their SQA Assignment work.  The Assignment is carried out 
under exam conditions in school and externally marked by the SQA. At Higher level, there is 
an exam which accounts for 30% of the final grade; the remaining 70% is awarded for work on 
an assignment. 
 
 
Art and Design (Higher and National) 
 
Course Content: The Course is made up from two Units for both levels which are: 
Expressive Activity and Design Activity plus the Practical Activity Value Added unit. 

 
The National 4 and 5 Art and Design courses are practical and experiential. The key focus 
is creativity. The Course combines developing knowledge and understanding of artists and 
designers and their work, with practical learning experiences. 
 
The Course encourages learners to experiment with using art and design materials, be 
imaginative, creative, think critically, and apply practical skills in response to art and design 
activities. It will also develop learners’ understanding of artistic and cultural values, 
identities and ideas. 

 
Assessment at National 4: To gain National 4, learners must pass all Units. 
 
Assessment at National 5: To gain National 5, learners must pass both Units and the 
Course Assessment (the Portfolio and the Question Paper) 
 
Assessment at Higher: Higher Art and Design includes a mix of practical learning and 
analysis of art and design practice. Learners will experiment with using a range of selected 
art and design materials, techniques and/or technology to develop their own creative ideas. 
They will develop critical understanding of designers’ and artists’ working practices and the 
social and cultural influences affecting their work. 
 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass both Units as well as the Course 
assessment. Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis. Learners will be assessed 
externally by the SQA through a portfolio and a question paper. In the portfolio, learners will 
produce one piece of Expressive art work and one Design solution. 
 

 
Biology (National 4/5) 
 
Course Content: Biology is the study of living organisms.  Learners will develop skills of 
scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical thinking along with knowledge and 
understanding of biology in a variety of contexts.  The course has three mandatory units. 
  
1. Cell Biology  
In this Unit the key contexts are: cell structure and processes; DNA and the production of 
proteins; proteins and enzymes; genetic engineering; photosynthesis and respiration.  
 
2. Multicellular Organisms  
In this Unit the key contexts are: the organisation of cells; stem cells; nervous system; 
hormones and diabetes; genetics; plant and animal transport systems; lifestyle and health. 
 
3. Life on Earth  
In this Unit the key contexts are: biodiversity and the distribution of life; energy in 
ecosystems; sampling techniques and measurement of abiotic and biotic factors; 



adaptation, natural selection and the evolution of species and human impact on the 
environment. 

 
Assessment at National 5: To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of 
the Units as well as the Course assessment. The Course assessment consists of a 
question paper and an assignment.  
 
Biology (Higher) 
 
Higher Biology allows learners to develop a deeper understanding of the underlying themes of 
biology: evolution and adaptation; structure and function; genotype and niche. The skills of 
scientific inquiry and investigation are developed, throughout the course, by investigating the 
applications of biology. The course has three mandatory units. 
  
1. DNA and the Genome  
In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge of DNA; gene expression; cellular differentiation; 
the genome; mutations; evolution; genomic sequencing.  
 
2. Metabolism and Survival  
In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge of metabolic pathways; cellular respiration; 
metabolic rate and metabolism; ethical considerations in use of microorganisms, hazards and 
control of risks. 
 
3. Sustainability and Interdependence  
In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge of food supply, plant growth and productivity; 
plant and animal breeding; crop protection; animal welfare; symbiosis; social behaviour; mass 
extinction and biodiversity. 

 
Assessment: To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well 
as the Course assessment. The Course assessment consists of a question paper (83%) and 
an assignment (17%). 

 
 

Business (National 4) 
 
This course aims to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of business concepts in a 
range of contexts.  Learners will also develop enterprising skills, and adopt enterprising 
attributes, by participating in practical activities in realistic business situations. 
 
The Course has 3 mandatory units including an Added Value Unit.   
 
1 Business in Action 
In this unit, learners will develop skills and knowledge and understanding relating to the role of 
business and entrepreneurship within society, and the actions taken by businesses to meet 
customers’ needs.  They will also explore the functional activities such as marketing, finance, 
operations and human resources. 
 
2 Influences on Businesses 
Learners will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of the impact that a range 
of internal and external influences has on business decision making.  Learners will investigate 
stakeholders’ influence on business, as well as financial, economic, competitive and social 
environmental factors which may impact on business. 
 
3 Added Value Unit 
This is an assignment produced by the SQA which pupils will work through in class with full 
access to their notes. 
 
Assessment - To achieve the National 4 Business Course, learners must pass all of the 
Assessment Standards within each Unit Assessment including the Added Value Unit.  
 



 
Business Management (National 5 & Higher) 
 
This course introduces learners to the dynamic, changing, competitive and economic 
environment of industry and commerce, and includes the study of organisations in the private, 
public and voluntary sectors. Learners will be able to understand and make use of business 
information to interpret and report on overall business performance in a range of contexts.  A 
main feature of this course is the development of enterprising skills and employability skills.   
 
This course has 3 mandatory units: 
 
1 Understanding Business 
In this unit, learners will be introduced to the business environment.  It will allow learners to 
explore issues relating to the external environment in which organisations operate and their 
effects on organisational activity, decision making and survival. 
 
2 Management of People and Finance 
In this unit, learners will develop skills, knowledge and understanding relating to the internal 
issues facing organisations in the management of people and finance.   
 
3 Management of Marketing and Operations 
This unit will develop learners’ skills, knowledge and understanding relating to the importance 
to organisations of having effective marketing and operations systems.  Learners will carry out 
activities that introduce them to the processes and procedures organisations use in order to 
maintain quality and competitiveness.   
 
Assessment – Unit Assessments:  Learners will be examined throughout the year using the 
Assessment Standards provided by the SQA.  To gain the award for this course, the learner 
must pass all of the Assessment Standards within each Unit Assessment. 
 
Assessment – Final Award: The Assignment, provided by the SQA, will account for a 
maximum of 30% of a pupil’s final mark.  The final exam will account for the remaining 70%. 
 
Chemistry (National 4) 
 
Chemistry is the study of matter, its properties, how and why substances combine or separate 
to form other substances, and how substances interact with energy.   
 
1. Chemical Changes and Structure 
Learners develop scientific skills and knowledge of the chemical reactions in our world.  
Through practical experience, learners investigate rates of reaction, energy changes of 
chemical reaction, the reactions of acids and bases and their impact on the environment.  
Focusing on these reactions, learners work towards the concept of chemical equations. 
 
2. Nature’s Chemistry 
Learners research the Earth’s rich supply of natural resources which are used by each and 
every one of us.  Learners investigate how fossil fuels are extracted and processed for use.  
They investigate: the chemistry of using fuels, their effect on the environment and the impact 
that renewable energy sources can have on this; plants as a source of fuels, carbohydrates 
and consumer products; and how chemists use plants in the development of products 
associated with everyday life. 
 
3. Chemistry in Society 
Learners focus on the chemical reactions, properties and applications of metals and alloys.  
The chemistry of metals in chemical cells is explored.  Through research, learners compare 
and contrast the properties and applications of plastics and new materials.  Learners 
investigate the use of fertilisers, the formation of elements, and the presence of background 
radiation, and research the use of chemical analysis for monitoring the environment. 
 
Added Value Unit: Chemistry Assignment 



In this unit, learners draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the other 
units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar contexts 
and/or integrated ways. 
 
Assessment - To achieve the National 4 Chemistry Course, learners must pass all of the 
required units, including the Added Value Unit.  National 4 courses are not graded.  They will 
be assessed on a pass/fail basis within centres. 
 
 
Chemistry (National 5 & Higher)  
 
Course Content:  Prior learning and experience of relevant Level 4 Science experiences 
and outcomes in S3 provide an appropriate basis for doing this course. 
 
Chemical Changes and Structure 
Learners develop scientific skills and knowledge of the chemical reactions in our world.  
Through practical experience, learners investigate rates of reaction and the chemistry of 
neutralisation reactions.  Focusing on these reactions, learners work towards the concept of 
balanced chemical equations.  Learners will explore the mole concept, formulae and 
reaction quantities.   
 
Nature’s Chemistry 
Learners investigate the physical and chemical properties of cycloalkanes, branched chain 
alkanes and alkenes, and straight chain alcohols and carboxylic acids. They explore their 
chemical properties and uses in everyday consumer products.  Learners investigate the 
comparison of energy from different fuels. 
 
Chemistry in Society 
Learners develop skills and carry out practical investigations related to the chemistry of 
materials.  Learners focus on the chemistry of metals and their bonding, reactions and 
uses.  The connection between bonding in plastics, their physical properties and their uses 
is investigated.  Learners investigate the chemical reactions and processes used to 
manufacture fertilisers.  They research the use and effect of different types of nuclear 
radiation.  Learners investigate chemical analysis techniques used for monitoring the 
environment. 
 
Assessment - To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the units as 
well as the course assessment which consists of an exam paper (83%) and an assignment 
(17%). 
 
 
Chemistry (Advanced Higher) 
 
Course Content:  Chemistry, the study of matter and its interactions, contributes essential 
knowledge and understanding across all aspects of our lives. Advanced Higher Chemistry 
provides opportunities for learners to recognise the impact chemistry makes on developing 
sustainability, and its effects on the environment, on society and on the lives of themselves 
and others. The course has 3 mandatory units:  
1. Inorganic and Physical Chemistry 
Learners develop a knowledge and understanding of the following: 

o How electromagnetic radiation is used in atomic spectroscopy to identify 
elements. 

o The concept of atomic structure by considering atomic orbitals and electronic 
configuration related to the periodic table. 

o Electron pair theory, to predict the shape of molecules. 
o The physical and chemical properties of transition metals and their compounds.  
o The quantitative component of chemical equilibria. 
o The factors which influence the feasibility of chemical reactions. 
o Kinetics, by exploring the order and mechanisms of chemical reaction. 

 



2. Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis 
Learners develop a knowledge and understanding of the following: 

o The structure of organic compounds through research, including aromatics and 
amines, and draw on this to explain the physical and chemical properties of the 
compounds. 

o The key organic reaction types and mechanisms, and link these to the synthesis of 
organic chemicals. 

o The origin of colour in organic compounds and how elemental analysis and 
spectroscopic techniques are used to verify chemical structure.  They will study the 
use of medicines in conjunction with the interactions of the drugs. 

 
3. Researching Chemistry 
Learners develop an understanding of the following: 

o Stoichiometric calculations. 
o Practical skills and to carry out research in chemistry. 
o The key skills associated with a variety of different practical techniques, including 

the related calculations. 
o How to identify, research, plan and safely carry out a chemistry practical 

investigation. 
o The scientific background and skills necessary to analyse scientific articles and use 

them in order to make informed choices and decisions. 
 
Assessment - learners must pass all units as well as the course assessment. Course 
assessment consists of a question paper (77%) and a research project (23%). 
 
Computing Science (National) 
 
Computing Science enables learners to develop a range of computing and computational 
thinking skills across a range of contemporary contexts. This includes analytical 
skills, problem-solving skills, design and modelling skills, and the ability to develop, 
implement and test digital solutions.  

 

1. Software Design and Development - Students are expected to:  
 
Explain how programs work, drawing on understanding of concepts in software 
development and basic computer architecture, develop short programs using one or more 
software development environments and produce a short detailed report comparing two 
contemporary software development languages or environments. 
 
2. Information System Design and Development - Students are expected to: 
 
Develop information systems, using appropriate development tools and consider the factors 
involved in the design and implementation of an information system.  

 
National 4 Computing Science has an internally assessed course assessment that 
combines knowledge, understanding and practical abilities. 
 
National 5 Computing Science - In addition to the successful completion of the unit 
assessments this course is assessed through an external exam (60% of the marks) and a 
course assessment (40% of the marks). 
 

 
Computing Science (Higher) 
 
Course structure: The course includes two mandatory Units. Each of these Units is 
designed to provide progression from the related Unit at National 5 and to related Units at 
Advanced Higher. 
 
1. Software Design and Development  



The aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and understanding of advanced concepts and 
practical problem-solving skills in software design and development through appropriate 
software development environments. Learners will develop programming and 
computational thinking skills by designing, implementing, testing and evaluating practical 
solutions and explaining how these programs work. They will also develop an 
understanding of computer architecture and the concepts that underpin how programs 
work. Through investigative work, learners will gain an awareness of the impact of 
contemporary computing technologies. 
 
2. Information System Design and Development (Higher) 
The aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and understanding of advanced concepts and 
practical problem-solving skills in information system design and development through a 
range of practical and investigative tasks. Learners will apply their computational thinking 
skills to implement practical solutions using a range of development tools and to develop an 
understanding the technical, legal, environmental, economic and social issues related to 
one or more information systems. 
 
Assessment - To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the units as 
well as the course assessment, which consists of an exam paper (60%) and assignment 
(40%).  
 
 
Design and Manufacture  (National)  
 
Course Content: Design and Manufacture provides a broad and practical experience in 
product design and manufacture, with opportunities for learners to gain skills in designing 
and communicating design proposals. The course will allow learners to develop design 
skills, as well as skills in making models, prototypes and/or products. Learners will also 
acquire knowledge and understanding of materials and manufacturing processes.  The 
course has two mandatory units. 
  
1. Design  
In this unit learners develop an appreciation of the design/make/test process and the 
importance of evaluating and resolving design proposals on an ongoing basis. It allows 
them to develop an appreciation of design concepts and the various factors that influence 
the design of products.  
 
2. Materials and Manufacturing  
In this Unit learners develop practical skills that are invaluable in the design/make/test 
process. It helps them gain an appreciation of the properties and uses of materials as well 
as a range of manufacturing processes and techniques. It allows them to evaluate, refine 
and resolve design and manufacturing solutions.   
 
 
Assessment at National 4: To gain a National 4 course award, the learner must pass all of 
the Units and an added value assignment.  
 
Assessment at National 5: to gain a National 5 course award the learner must pass all of 
the units as well as the course assessment. The course assessment consists of a question 
paper (40%) and an assignment (60%).  
 
 
Design and Manufacture (Higher) 
 
Course Content: This course allows learners to develop design skills in the context of 
products; practical skills in planning and making or manufacturing models and prototypes, 
including the selection and use of equipment, materials and/or software; and skills in the 
evaluation of design proposals, including form and function, leading to a refinement of their 
design ideas.  The course has two mandatory units. 
  



1. Design  
In this Unit learners develop skills in initiating, developing, articulating and communicating 
design proposals for products. Learners will develop an appreciation of design concepts 
and the various factors that influence the design and manufacture of products.  
 
2. Materials and Manufacturing  
In this unit, learners gain skills in planning and making models and prototypes. It allows 
them to develop an appreciation of manufacturing practicalities. Learners will consider the 
manufacturing techniques and processes that would apply to a design proposal in an 
industrial/commercial context. 
 

 
Assessment: to gain a Higher course award, the learner must pass all of the units as well 
as the course assessment. The course assessment consists of an exam paper (50%) and 
an assignment (50%).  
 
 
English (National) 
 
Excellent communication skills are essential for life and work, and all English courses seek 
to equip learners with communication skills of reading, writing talking and listening that are 
needed for success in life. These courses provide learners with the opportunity to analyse 
and evaluate texts in the contexts of literature, language and media, to develop an 
understanding of the complexities of language, and to develop analytical thinking and 
understanding of the impact of language. 
 
Course Content: National English courses are made up of three mandatory units: 
Creation and Production, Analysis and Evaluation, and Literacy, which give learners an 
opportunity to develop their skills of writing, talking, reading and listening in using, 
understanding, analysing and evaluating language, across a range of genres and texts, 
including non-fiction. 
 
All English courses require candidates to provide evidence that they have met the unit 
outcomes by successfully completing unit assessments. They must also complete an 
Added Value Unit comparing the treatment of a theme or topic in two different texts. 
 
Assessment at National 4 level: National 4 English is assessed internally as PASS/FAIL. 
There is no external exam. 

 
Assessment at National 5 level: National 5 English is awarded A-D. Candidates submit a 
folio containing two pieces of writing, which accounts for 30% of the final award. Two exam 
papers account for 70% of the final grade. 
 
 
English (Higher) 
 
Course Content: Higher English builds on the skills developed by pupils who are 
successful at National 5 level. There are two compulsory units: Creation and Production 
(writing and talking) and Analysis and Evaluation (reading and listening). These units 
provide learners with an opportunity to develop their ability to use, understand, analyse and 
evaluate complex and detailed language. This is assessed through a portfolio of writing 
submitted to the SQA and by a Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 
exam. 
 
Learners are expected to study a range of literary texts in detail, including an SQA-
endorsed selection of poems by a Scottish writer. These texts are assessed through the 
Critical Reading exam. 
 



Assessment: Higher English is graded A-D. Candidates are assessed internally against 
SQA standards to demonstrate that they are meeting unit outcomes. The course award is 
determined through a folio of writing (30%) and two exam papers (70%) marked by SQA. 
 
 
English (Advanced Higher) 
 
Course Content: Advanced Higher English is made up of two compulsory units: Creation 
and Production (producing complex and sophisticated written work) and Analysis and 
Evaluation of Literary Texts (reading and researching), which provide an opportunity to 
apply critical, analytical and evaluative skills to a wide range of complex and sophisticated 
texts from different genres. 
 
Learners are expected to read widely throughout the course and develop an extended 
study (dissertation) of literary texts of personal interest. This dissertation accounts for 30% 
of the entire course award. Learners will also compile a folio of written work, covering a 
range of genres, from which a selection is submitted to SQA for a further 30% of the course 
award. 
 
Assessment: Advanced Higher English is graded A-D. A folio containing the dissertation 
and two examples of creative writing will account for 60% of the course award. An exam 
will account for the remaining 40%, in which learners will be required to write a critical 
essay on a previously studied text and answer a series of questions on an unseen text. 
 
 
 
French (National & Higher) 
 
Course Content: This course provides learners with the opportunity to develop their 
reading, listening, talking and writing skills, in order to understand and use a modern 
language.  The course is made up of two mandatory units. 
 
1. Understanding Language 
The purpose of this unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop and extend 
reading and listening skills in the modern language, and to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability 
and culture. 
 
2. Using Language 
The purpose of this unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop and extend 
talking and writing skills in the modern language, and to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability 
and culture. 

 
Assessment:  Learners will be assessed in the four skills of reading, listening, talking and 
writing.  Learners will be assessed on the contexts of society, learning, employability and 
culture. There will be an exam paper (70%) and a speaking exam (30%). 
 
 
Geography (National and Higher)  
 
Course Content: Geography is the study of Earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and 
environments. It is, quite simply, about the world in which we live.  Geography is unique in 
bridging the social sciences (human geography) with the natural sciences (physical 
geography). Human geography concerns the understanding of the dynamics of cultures, 
societies and economies, and physical geography concerns the understanding of the 
dynamics of physical landscapes and the environment. 

 
 
1. Physical Environments 



Landscape features; land use management and sustainability; and weather. Pupils will 
study rivers and their valleys and upland limestone; 
 
2. Human Environments 
Pupils will study and compare developed and developing countries. Key topics will include:  
development; world population distribution and change; and issues in changing urban and 
rural landscapes.  
 
3. Global Issues 
Pupils will study environmental hazards and development and health. Pupils will study 
major global issues and the strategies adopted to manage these.  

 
Unit Assessments: There will be unit assessments for each of the 3 units at all levels. 
These are marked internally on a pass/ fail basis and will be quality assured by SQA. 
 
Added Value Unit: Geography: Project (National 4)  
In this unit, pupils will choose an issue for personal study to complete their National 4 
course. 
 
Course Assessment (National 5) is in two parts 
 
Course examination     75% 
Controlled assessment assignment   25% 
 
Course Assessment (Higher): The units studied at Higher will build on the skills 
developed at National 5 level and will allow pupils develop their understanding of our 

changing world and its human and physical processes in greater detail. 
   

Higher Course Assessment  
Course examination    60 (67% of total mark) 
Controlled assignment    30 (33% of total mark) 

 
 

Graphic Communication (National)  
 
Course Content: On completing the Course, learners will have developed skills in 2D and 
3D graphics, as well as pictorial graphics. They will be able to apply these skills in order to 
produce graphics that require relevant visual impact and graphics that transmit information.  
  
2D Graphic Communication  
In this Unit learners develop their creativity and skills within a 2D graphic communication 
context. It will allow learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic 
techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts. In addition, the Unit allows learners to 
develop their skills in some less familiar or new contexts.  
 
3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication  
In this Unit learners develop their creativity and skills within a 3D and pictorial graphic 
communication context. In addition, the Unit allows learners to develop their skills in some 
less familiar or new contexts. Learners will develop 3D graphic spatial awareness. 
 
Assessment at National 4: To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of 
the units and an added value assignment.  
 
Assessment at National 5:  
To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the units as well as the course 
assessment. The course assessment consists of a question paper (50%) and an 
assignment (50%).  



Graphic Communication  (Higher) 
 
Course Content: On completing the Course, learners will have developed skills in 2D and 
3D graphics, as well as pictorial graphics. They will be able to apply these skills with 
discernment in order to produce graphics with visual impact and graphics that require the 
effective transmission of information.  
  
2D Graphic Communication  
This Unit will allow learners to initiate, plan, develop and communicate ideas graphically, 
using two-dimensional graphic techniques. Learners will develop a number of skills and 
attributes within a 2D graphic communication context, including spatial awareness, visual 
literacy, and the ability to interpret given drawings, diagrams and other graphics . 
 
3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication  
This Unit helps learners to develop their creativity and presentation skills within a 3D and 
pictorial graphic communication context. It will allow learners to initiate, plan, develop and 
communicate ideas graphically, using three-dimensional graphic techniques. 

 
Assessment: To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the units as well 
as the course assessment. The course assessment consists of a question paper (50%) and 
an assignment (50%).  
 
 
Health and Food Technology (National & Higher) 
 
Course Content: Health and Food Technology provides opportunities to study the 
relationships between health, nutrition, functional properties of food, lifestyle choices and 
consumer issues. This course develops an awareness of informed food and dietary choices 
that can have a positive effect on the health of learners and enable them to advise others. 
This course will be of interest to pupils considering a career in nutrition, health or food 
technology. There are 3 units: 
 

1. Food for Health 
In this unit learners develop their knowledge and understanding of the relationship between 
food, health and nutrition. They will learn about dietary needs for individuals at various 
stages of life and explain current dietary advice 
 
2. Food Product Development 
This unit allows learners to develop their knowledge and understanding of the functional 
properties of ingredients in food and their use in developing new food products. Learners 
will learn the stages involved in developing food products (including safe and hygienic food 
practices) and, through a problem-solving approach, produce a food product to meet 
specified needs.  
 
3. Contemporary Food Issues 
In this unit learners develop their knowledge and understanding of consumer food choices. 
They will explore factors which may affect food choices and develop knowledge and 
understanding of contemporary food issues. They will consider technological developments 
in food and organisations which protect consumer interests. They will also develop 
knowledge and understanding of food labelling and how it helps consumers make informed 
food choices 
 
Assessment: Pupils must pass all unit assessments and then complete the course 
assessment, which consists of an exam (50%) and an assignment (50%). 
 

History (National) 
 
Course Content: History allows learners to develop a breadth and depth of knowledge and 
understanding of the past, and provide opportunities to consider how political, social, 
economic and cultural history relate to the world of today. The following topics are studied: 



 
1. The Wars of Independence, 1286-1328 
Pupils study the succession issues 1286-1292, the relationship between John Balliol and 
Edward I, the rebellion of William Wallace and the ambitions of Robert Bruce.  
 
2. The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770-1807 
Pupils study the horror of the Middle Passage, the captive’s experience, the campaigns of 
the abolitionists and abolition. 
  
3. Hitler and Nazi Germany 1919-1939 
Pupils study the Weimar period up to 1929, the Nazi rise to power, 1929–1933, Nazi control 
and their social and economic policies. 
 
Added Value Unit [National 4]:  
Pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence before presenting their 
findings.  
 
Unit Assessment 
Assessments will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during 
each unit, marked on a pass/ fail basis.  
   
National 5 Course Assessment  
Course examination    (75% of total mark) 
Controlled assignment    (25% of total mark) 
 
In the assignment, pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence 
before presenting reasoned conclusions supported by evidence.  
 
History (Higher) 
 
Course Content: In Higher History, pupils continue to develop their understanding of the 
world by learning about other people and their values, in different times, places and 
circumstances. The following topics are studied in detail:  
 
1. The Impact of the Great War, 1914-1928 

~ Scots at the Western Front. 
~ Scottish society and culture. 
~ Industry and the economy. 
~ Politics. 

2. Britain, 1851-1951 
~ Why Britain became a democracy and assess how democratic Britain was by 1928.  
~ Evaluate the reasons why the Liberals introduced social reform and the 

effectiveness of that reform. 

3. USA, 1918-1968 
Pupils will evaluate changing attitudes towards immigration and the obstacles to achieving 
civil rights for black people. Pupils will evaluate the reasons for the Great Depression before 
assessing the effectiveness of the New Deal. 
 
Unit Assessment 
Assessments will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during 
each unit, marked on a pass/ fail basis.  
   
Higher Course Assessment  
Course examination   60 (67% of total mark) 
Controlled assignment   30 (33% of total mark) 
 
In the assignment, pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence 
before presenting reasoned conclusions supported by evidence.   
 



 
Hospitality: Practical Cookery (National) 
 
Course Content: There are 3 mandatory units which allow progression to National 5 as 
well as develop skills for learning, life and work. These are: 
 
~ Cookery Skills, Techniques and processes 
~ Understanding and Using Ingredients 
~ Organisational Skills for Cooking 
 
Followed by a Practical Assignment (National 5 only) or an Added Value unit (National 4) 

These units allow learners to develop and use a range of cookery skills, food preparation 
techniques and cookery processes when following recipes select and use a variety of 
ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes. They provide an opportunity to 
develop their organisational skills, which have an application in a variety of contexts. 
Learners will develop an understanding of ingredients and their uses and an awareness of 
responsible sourcing. They will improve awareness of current dietary advice relating to the 
use of ingredients. 

Assessment at National 4: Each unit has some written and a practical assessment which 
are on-going throughout the year. The Added Value unit is completed at the end – produce 
a 2 course meal for 4 people within a given timescale and present it appropriately. 

Assessment at National 5: The first 3 units are assessed throughout the year. This 
knowledge is applied in a final Practical Assignment (Producing a 3 course meal for 4 
people in 2 ½ hours)  

 
Mathematics (National) 
 
Course Content: The National Mathematics courses enable learners to select and apply 
mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical and real-life situations. Learners 
interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form. 
 
Each of the courses is comprised of 3 units:  
   

 
National 3 Maths 
(Lifeskills) 

 
National 4 Mathematics 
 

 
National 5 Mathematics 

Manage money and data Expressions and formulae 
 

Expressions and formulae 
 

Shape, space and 
measures 

Relationships Relationships 

Numeracy Numeracy 
 

Applications 

 
Assessment at National 3: Learners will be assessed internally on all 3 units. 
Assessment at National 4: Learners will be assessed in all 3 units and will also sit an 
Added Value test towards the end of the course. 
Assessment at National 5: Learners will be assessed in all 3 units and will also sit an 
external examination at the end of the course. 
 

Mathematics (Higher) 
 
Course Content: The Higher Mathematics Course enables learners to select and apply 
mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical situations. Learners interpret, 
communicate and manage information in mathematical form. Learners study: 
 
 



1. Expressions and Functions  
This unit seeks to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation of 
expressions, the use of vectors and the study of mathematical functions. The outcomes 
cover aspects of algebra, geometry and trigonometry, and also skills in mathematical 
reasoning and modelling. 
 
2. Relationships and Calculus  
In this unit, learners develop the knowledge and skills involved in solving equations and are 
introduced to both differential and integral calculus. The outcomes cover aspects of 
algebra, trigonometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling. 
 
3. Applications  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve geometric 
applications, applications of sequences and applications of calculus. The outcomes cover 
aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and 
modelling. 
 
Assessment: Learners will be assessed in all 3 units and will also sit an external 
examination at the end of the course. 
 
Mathematics (Advanced Higher) 
 
Course Content: The Advanced Higher Mathematics Course enables learners to select 
and apply complex mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical situations. 
Learners interpret, analyse, communicate and manage information in mathematical form, 
while exploring more advanced techniques. Learners will study: 
 
1. Methods in Algebra and Calculus  
In this unit learners will develop advanced knowledge and skills in algebra and calculus. 
The outcomes cover partial fractions; standard procedures for both differential calculus and 
integral calculus, as well as methods for solving both first order and second order 
differential equations.  
 
2. Applications of Algebra and Calculus  
The aim of this unit is to develop advanced knowledge and skills that involve the application 
of algebra and calculus. The outcomes cover the binomial theorem, the algebra of complex 
numbers, properties of functions, and rates of change. Aspects of sequences and series 
are introduced, including summations, proved by induction. 
 
3. Geometry, Proof and Systems of Equations  
The general aim of the Unit is to develop advanced knowledge and skills that involve 
geometry, number and algebra. Learners will develop skills in logical thinking. The 
outcomes cover matrices, vectors, solving systems of equations, the geometry of complex 
numbers, as well as processes of rigorous proof. 
 
Assessment: Learners will be assessed in all 3 units and will also sit an external 
examination at the end of the course. 
 
Media (National) 

 
Media courses allow learners to develop theoretical knowledge of the media, and ability to 
create media content. Learners who undertake these courses will develop their media 
literacy skills and learn to create media content that is planned and researched, fulfils a 
specific purpose and is appropriate to the context and target audience. They will also 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the wider role that media plays in society, 
and develop an appreciation of the opportunities and challenges that occur in the media 
industry. There are two units:  
 
1. Analysing Media Content 



Pupils will learn the skills necessary to analyse media content – learning about anchorage, 
narrative, representations, audiences and media institutions. 
 
2. Creating Media Content 
In this unit, pupils will develop the skills to plan and create media content, and evaluate 
production processes. This unit provides learners with the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and understanding of the key aspects of media literacy central to creating media 
content. 
 
Assessment: pupils must pass all unit assessments, and to gain a course award there is a 
course assessment. At National 4 level the final assessment is a Media assignment which 
is marked internally as pass/fail. At National 5 level, the final assessment includes an exam 
(50%) and assignment (50%) and is graded A-D. 
 
 
Modern Studies (National) 
 
Course Content: Modern Studies qualifications develop knowledge and understanding of 
contemporary political and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international 
contexts. There are 3 units: 
 
1. Democracy in Scotland and the UK 
Pupils study the UK political structure, including the place of Scotland within this.  The focus 
will then move to the UK political system.  Skills will focus on identifying evidence to support 
and oppose particular viewpoints. 
 
2. Social Issues in the UK 
The focus is Crime and the Law.  Pupils study causes of crime, the impact of crime, the 
police and courts and how crime is dealt with.  Skills will focus on decision making. 
 
3. International Issues 
The focus is a World Power (USA).  Pupils study current social and economic issues 
(health, crime, education, jobs) and the US political system.  Skills will focus on drawing 
conclusions. 
 
Unit Assessment 
Pupils must pass all unit assessments, which will be based on the skills, knowledge and 
understanding developed during each unit, and are marked on a pass/ fail basis.  

 
Course Assessment: National 4: Added Value Unit  
Pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence before presenting their 
findings.  

 
Course Assessment: National 5    
Course examination    (75% of total mark) 
Controlled assignment    (25% of total mark) 
 
In the assignment, pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence 
before presenting reasoned conclusions supported by evidence.   
 
 
Modern Studies (Higher) 
 
Course Content: The Modern Studies course will encourage learners to develop important 
attitudes including: an open mind and respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of others; 
openness to new thinking and ideas and a sense of responsibility and global citizenship. 
This course develops in learners a greater understanding of the contemporary world and 
their place in it. There are 3 units:  
  
1. Democracy in Scotland and the UK 



Pupils study the UK constitutional arrangement including the role of the Scottish Parliament, 
representative democracy; voting systems and their impact; the impact of a range of factors 
which affect voting behaviour; and the ways in which citizens are informed about, 
participate in, and influence the political process. 
 
2. Social Issues in the UK - Social Inequality   
Pupils study topics such as the nature of social inequality; theories and causes of 
inequality; the impact of inequality; and the attempts to tackle inequality and their 
effectiveness. 
 
3. International Issues - World Power (USA).  
Pupils study the political system and processes, recent socio-economic issues, 
effectiveness of the government in tackling a socio-economic issue and the USA’s role in 
international relations. 
   
Unit Assessment 
Assessments will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during 
each unit, marked on a pass/ fail basis.  
   
Higher Course Assessment  
Course examination   60 (67% of total mark) 
Controlled assignment   30 (33% of total mark) 
 
In the assignment, pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence 
before presenting reasoned conclusions supported by evidence.   
 
 
Modern Studies (Advanced Higher) 

 
Contemporary Issues - Social Issues (Law and Order) 
~ Understanding the criminal justice system. 
~ Understanding criminal behaviour. 
~ Responses by society to crime. 
~ Research Methods 
 
Researching Contemporary Issues  
Pupils will develop a range of skills relevant to undertaking independent research including 
how to identify appropriate research issues; plan and manage a complex programme of 
research; source, collect and record appropriate and reliable information; evaluate, analyse 
and synthesise evidence; organise, present and reference findings using appropriate 
conventions; and evaluate research methodology. 
 
Unit Assessment 
Assessments will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during 
each unit, marked on a pass/ fail basis.  
   
 Advanced Higher Course Assessment  
Course examination   90 (65% of total mark) 
Project: dissertation   50 (35% of total mark) 
 
In the project pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence before 
presenting reasoned conclusions supported by evidence.   

 
 
Music (National) 
 
Course Content: The course consists of three mandatory units plus and externally 
assessed value added performing unit and understanding music question paper. 
 



Performing Skills: Learners will develop performing skills in solo and/or group settings on 
two selected instruments, or one instrument and voice. The minimum standard of piece to 
be performed is ABRSM Grade 2 (or equivalent) for National 4 and ABRSM Grade 3 (or 
equivalent) for National 5. Added value is provided by a live performance. 
 
Composing Skills: In composing, learners will create original music using compositional 
methods and music concepts creatively when composing, improvising or arranging. A list of 
suitable concepts to be deployed is available at each level. 
 
Understanding Music Skills: In listening learners will broaden their knowledge and 
understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music and identifying level-
specific music signs, symbols and concepts. They will also develop knowledge of the 
influence of social and cultural factors on music. 
 
Assessment at National 4: To achieve a National 4 Music Course, learners must pass all 
of the required units. National 4 courses will be assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
 
Assessment at National 5: To achieve a National 5 Music Course, learners must pass all 
Units and the Course Assessment (Question Paper and Performance). The Course 
Assessment consists of a Question Paper (exam with listening component) and a 
Performance (an 8 minute programme of music with two instruments or instrument and 
voice). 

 
 
Music (Higher) 
 
Course Content: The course consists of three mandatory units. 
 
Performing Skills: In this Unit, learners develop performing skills on two selected 
instruments or one instrument and voice. 
 
Composing Skills: In this Unit, learners will experiment with, and creatively use complex 
compositional methods and music concepts at Higher level to realise their intentions when 
creating original music. 
 
Understanding Music: In this Unit, through listening, learners will develop detailed 
knowledge and understanding of a range of complex music concepts and music literacy. 
 
Assessment: To gain a Course award the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the 
Course assessment. This consists of a performance to an external examiner and a listening 
paper. 
 
Practical Woodworking (National) Available for S4 pupils only 
 
The Practical Woodworking course develops practical woodworking skills, practical 
creativity and problem solving. Learners develop understanding of safe working practices in 
a workshop environment, and awareness of sustainability issues in a practical woodworking 
context. 
 
There are three units, assessed internally. This course has no exam.  
 
1. Flat-frame construction  
This unit helps learners develop skills in the use of woodworking tools and in the 
preparation and production of basic flat-frame woodworking joints and assemblies. 
Learners will learn to read and follow simple woodworking drawings or diagrams. 
2. Carcase construction  
This Unit helps learners develop skills in the preparation and production of basic 
woodworking joints and assemblies suitable for use in carcase construction. This 
may include working with manufactured board or with frames and panels. The 
Unit includes the use of simple working drawings or diagrams. 



3. Machining and Finishing 
This unit helps learners develop skills in using common machine and power 
tools. It also helps learners develop skills in a variety of simple woodworking 
surface preparations and finishing techniques. 
 
In addition to the three units, there is an added value assessment that assesses all skills 
learned during the unit – Making a Finished Product from Wood. 
 
Physical Education (National) 
 
Course Content: The course considers the effects of mental, emotional, social and 
physical factors on performance. Course activities include: badminton, basketball, fitness 
training, gymnastics, indoor and outdoor team games. 
 
There are 2 mandatory units followed by an added value unit (National 4) or Course 
Assessment (National 5): 
 
Performance Skills: This unit provides learners with the opportunity to develop a range of 
movement and performance skills in physical activities. They will develop some consistency 
in their control, fluency of movement of body and spatial awareness. They will also learn 
how to respond to and meet the physical demands of performance in a safe and effective 
way. Pupils must perform in 2 different activities at National 4 and 5 level. 
 
Factors Impacting Performance: This unit aims to provide learners with the opportunity to 
explore and develop their knowledge of factors that impact on performance in physical 
activities. Learners will record, monitor and reflect on their own performance. 
 
Assessment at National 4: This will be continuous throughout the course for each unit. 
The Added Value Unit - Learners will prepare for and carry out a performance allowing 
them to demonstrate challenge and application. 
 
Assessment at National 5: This will be continuous throughout the course for each unit. 
The course assessment will assess learners in a one-off challenging performance. 
 
 
Physical Education (Higher) 
 
Course Content: The course consists of 2 internal units:  
 
1. Performance Skills 
All candidates must pass 2 practical activities at Higher Level: (basketball, badminton, 
hockey, football, dance, gymnastics). 
 
2. Factors Impacting on Performance 
All candidates must pass the Factors Impacting on Performance Unit: This is a large 
portfolio project where you will investigate, improve and monitor your performance in one 
activity. 
 
Course Assessment: 
Performance (60% of grade): This is when you participate in your best activity in a 
challenging environment (i.e. competition of a high standard) and are marked practically out 
of 40 for your performance on the day. You also have to complete written questions about 
your performance worth 20 marks.  
 
Exam (40% of grade): You will be tested on all aspects of the course (Mental, Emotional, 
Social and Physical) and will answer a scenario at the end of the paper. All questions are 
worth 40 marks in total.  
 
 
 



 
 
Physics (National) 

 
Course Content: Physics gives learners an insight into the underlying nature of our world 
and its place in the universe. From the sources of the energy we use, to the exploration of 
space, Physics covers a range of applications of the relationships that have been 
discovered through experiment and calculation 
  
At National level there are 3 units; the units at National 5 level cover topics in significantly 
more detail.  
 
1.  Electricity and Energy 
 
2.  Waves and Radiation 
 
3.  Dynamics and Space 
 
Course Assessment: National 4: Added Value Unit: Physics Assignment 
In this unit, learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the 
other units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar 
contexts and/or integrated ways. 
 
To achieve the National 4 Physics Course, learners must pass all of the required units, 
including the Added Value unit.  National 4 courses are not graded. 
 
Course Assessment: National 5 
To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the units as well as the course 
assessment – an exam which is graded A-D. 
 
 
Physics (Higher) 
 
Course Content: Learners progressing to Higher Physics would normally be expected to 
have attained N5 Physics. 
 
The course is designed to help learners develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and 
analytical thinking, along with knowledge and understanding in each unit outlined below.  
Learners will research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to 
their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy. 
 
Each of the component units is designed to provide progression to the Advanced Higher 
Physics course. 
 
1. Our Dynamic Universe 
Applications of our dynamic universe on our lives, as well as the implications on society/the 
environment.  Covers the key areas of kinematics, dynamics and space time. 
 
2. Particles and Waves 
Applications of particles and waves on our lives, as well as the implications on society/the 
environment.  The unit covers the key areas of particles and waves. 
 
3.  Electricity 
Applications of electricity on our lives, as well as the implications on society/the 
environment.  The unit covers the key areas of electricity, and electrical storage and 
transfer. 
 
4. Researching Physics 



The general aim of this unit is to develop skills relevant to undertaking research in Physics.  
Learners will collect and synthesise information from different sources, plan and undertake 
a practical investigation, analyse results and communicate information related to their 
findings. They will also consider any applications of the physics involved and implications 
for society/the environment.  The unit offers opportunities for collaborative and for 
independent learning.  Learners will develop knowledge and skills associated with standard 
laboratory apparatus and in the recording and processing of results. 
 
Conditions of Award: To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the 
units as well as the course assessment, which is an exam graded A-D. 
 
 
Physics (Advanced Higher) 
 
Course Content: The following units are covered:  
 
1.  Rotational Motion and Astrophysics 
Learners develop a knowledge and understanding of the following: 

~ Rotational motion and astrophysics. 
~ A wide variety of situations involving angular motion. 
~ An astronomical perspective through a study of gravitation, leading to work on 

general relativity and stellar physics. 
 
2.  Quanta and Waves 
Learners develop a knowledge and understanding of the following: 

~ Quanta and waves.  Apply concepts and principles in a wide variety of situations 
involving quantum theory and waves. 

~ Non-classical physics and considers the origin and composition of cosmic radiation. 
~ Simple harmonic motion and work on wave theory. 

 
3.  Electromagnetism 
This unit develops knowledge and understanding and skills in physics related to 
electromagnetism.  It provides opportunities to develop and apply concepts and principles 
in a wide variety of situations involving electromagnetism.  The unit develops knowledge 
and understanding of electric and magnetic fields and capacitors and inductors used in DC 
and AC circuits. 
 
4. Investigating Physics 
In this unit, learners will develop key investigative skills.  The unit offers opportunities for 
independent learning set within the context of experimental physics.  Learners will identify, 
research, plan and carry out a physics investigation of their choice. 
 
Conditions of Award: To gain the award of the course, the learner must pass all of the 
units as well as the course assessment, which includes an exam graded A-D (77%) and a 
project (23%). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Core Subject 
 
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies 
 
 
Morality and Belief – Religion and Conflict 
Over the duration of S4, pupil will demonstrate an awareness of other people’s views on 
conflict and evaluate their own response to the key question – “Is war ever justified?”  
 
Pupils will undertake research, describe responses regarding conflict from religious and 
secular views and be able to express their opinion. 
 
Unit Assessment 
Assessment will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during this 
unit. It will be marked on a pass/ fail basis. 



 
 
 
 
 
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (National) 
 
 
1.  World Religion 
Pupils will learn about a world religion.  They will develop source handling skills, an 
understanding of belief and practices and why these are important. 
 
2.  Morality and Belief 
Pupils will learn about a contemporary moral issue.  They will develop analysis and 
evaluation skills. 
 
3.  Religious and Philosophical Questions 
Pupils will learn about a religious and philosophical question.  They will explain views, 
compare similarities and differences and evaluate a conclusion. 
 
Added Value Unit (National 4) 
Pupils choose a question, research, organise and gather evidence before presenting their 
findings in a suitable format. 
 
Unit Assessment 
Assessments will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during 
each unit, marked on a pass / fail basis. 
 
National 5 Course Assessment 
Course examination   (75% of total mark) 
Controlled 1 hour Assignment  (25% of total mark) 
 
In the assignment, pupils choose a research topic, research, organise and gather evidence 
before presenting their conclusions.  
 
 
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (Higher) For Pupils with Nat 5 A or B  

 
1.  World Religion - Christianity 

Pupils will learn about Christianity.  They will develop source handling skills, an 
understanding of belief and practices and why these are important. 

2.  Morality and Belief – Religion and Justice 

Pupils will learn about crime and punishment, sentencing in Scotland and capital 
punishment.  They will develop analysis and evaluation skills. 

3.  Religious and Philosophical Questions  

Pupils will analyse and evaluate the philosophical question – ‘What are the Origins of Life?’  
They will analyse religious and scientific views and evaluate a conclusion to the question. 

Unit Assessment 

Assessments will be based on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed during 
each unit, marked on a pass / fail basis. 

Higher Course Assessment 

Course examination    (60 marks) 
Controlled 1 hour 30 minutes Assignment (30 marks) 



In the assignment, pupils choose a religious, moral or philosophical question or issue to 
research, organise and gather evidence before analysing, evaluating and presenting their 
conclusions.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you apply for one of the City Campus courses outlined below, you will need to complete a 
separate application form. PLEASE NOTE: schools delivering City Campus courses may 
have different entry requirements. 

SCQF 7: Advanced Higher Courses 

 

 
SCQF 6: Higher Courses 

 

 
SCQF 5/6: National 5/Higher Courses 

 

 

 

ABERDEEN CITY CAMPUS  COURSE CHOICE 2016/17 

Monday/Wednesday 
Column B 

Tuesday/Thursday 
Column D 

 Biology  AH  (AGS) # 

 Drama  AH (AGS) # 

 Geography  AH  (Harlaw) # 

 Graphic Communication  AH (Harlaw) # 

 History  AH (AGS) # 

 Mandarin  AH (Oldmachar) # 

 Modern Studies  AH (AGS) # 

 Physics  AH (Harlaw) # 

 

 Business Management  AH  (Harlaw) # 

 Chemistry  AH  (Harlaw) # 

 English  AH (AGS) # 

 History  AH  (AGS) # 

 Mathematics of Mechanics  AH (Harlaw) 

# 

 Physics  AH (AGS) # 

 
 

Monday/Wednesday 
Column B 

Tuesday/Thursday 
Column D 

 Administration and IT  H (AGS) # 

 Computing Science  H (AGS) # 

 Dance  H (Citymoves) # 

 Economics  H (AGS) # 

 Mandarin  H (Oldmachar) # 
 

 Art and Design: Digital Media  NPA L6 
(NESCol) * 

 Computing Science  H (NESCol) * 

 ESOL  H (The EAL Service at Harlaw)# 

 Exercise and Fitness Leadership  NPA 
L6 (NESCol) * 
 

Monday/Wednesday Tuesday/Thursday 

 Creative Textiles and Garment 
Manufacture  NPA L5/6  (NESCol) * 

 



 
 
SCQF 3/4/5: Vocational Courses 

 
Other Awards/Qualifications 
 

 
In addition to the courses listed previously, the courses below will also run but these 
will be outwith Travel Afternoon times. 
 
Additional Courses  
 

Course SCQF 
Level 

Provider Time 

Higher French 6 Hazlehead  Mon 2pm-4pm & Wed 1pm-3pm 

Advanced Higher French 7 Hazlehead  Tues 2pm-4pm & Thurs 1pm-
3pm 

N5 German 5 Hazlehead Mon 2pm-4pm & Wed 1pm-3pm 

Higher German 6 Hazlehead  Mon 2pm-4pm & Wed 1pm-3pm 

Higher Psychology 6 NESCol Wed 2pm-5pm 

Higher Psychology 6 NESCol Thurs 2pm-5pm 

Higher Sociology 6 NESCol Tues 2pm-5pm 

Duke of Edinburgh Leadership 
Training 

5 Adventure 
Aberdeen 

Tues 2pm-4pm 

 
 
Application Procedures 
 
# Requires ACC City Campus Application to be completed  
 
* Requires online NESCol Application to be completed 

 

 

 

Monday/Wednesday Tuesday/Thursday 

 Health Sector  SfW N5 (NESCol) * 

 Introduction to Hair and Beauty Sector 
(Hair)  C&G L1/N4 (NESCol) * 

 

 Introduction to Vehicle Technology  IMI 
N4 (NESCol - Altens) * 

 Introduction to Working in the 
Community   N5 Units (NESCol) * 

 Photography  NPA L5 (NESCol) * 

 Recruit  Employability Award L3/4 
(Elevator Centre) 

 SHMU  Employability Award L4/Radio 
Production NPA L5/Film Production 
NPA L5 (SHMU at Harlaw) 

 Work Placement Plus+  Employability 
Award L3/4 # 

 

 Beauty Therapy  C&G L1/N4 (NESCol) 
* 

 Early Education and Childcare  SfW N4  
(NESCol) * 

 

 Engineering  SfW N5 (NESCol – Altens) 
* 

 ESOL  N5 (The EAL Service at Harlaw) 
# 

 Mandarin  N4/5 (Oldmachar) # 

 Work Placement Plus+  Employability 
Award L3/4 # 

 
 

Monday/Wednesday Tuesday/Thursday 

  Saks Hair Academy (Saks at Northfield) 
# 
 



S5 Enhancement Courses 

 Media – a mix of practical work using cameras and print techniques, alongside 

analysis of media texts. 

 PE – an opportunity to participate in a variety of different sports, improving 

fitness and performance. 

 Creative Industries  -  

 Woodwork – practical workshop skills. 

 Sociology – an introduction to the study of society and how it affects us all as 

individuals. 

 Practical Cookery – an opportunity to develop new skills in the kitchen. 

 Photography – featuring digital and film-based photographic techniques. 

 Mandarin – develop your language skills and awareness of Chinese culture. 

 Fit for Fifth – a programme of activities to develop physical fitness.  

 

Work Placement 

Through the curriculum every pupil is entitled to develop skills for learning, skills for life 

and skills for work. In 2013 the Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Work 

Force reported that: 

“…the approach to work experience needs to be developed to allow young people to 

have a richer experience of the workplace.” 

The Work Placement option which we offer at Oldmachar Academy endeavours to 

allow young people to experience a relevant, challenging, enjoyable and appropriate 

learning experience within the contemporary workplace. 

If you choose the Work Placement option, you will go to your placement two afternoons 

per week as part of your timetable. In most cases placements will commence in 

September/October 2016. Preparatory work and progress towards the SQA 

Employability Award will be carried out during class time in June and August. 

Please note that Work Placemt should be selected ONCE during your Senior Phase 

(S4, S5 or S6). Work Placement is intended for those pupils who plan to leave school 

in May 2017. 

Skills for Engineering (S5 only; limited places) – delivered by NESCol at 

Oldmachar Academy 

The National 5 Engineering Skills Course provides a basis for progression into further 

education or for moving directly into training or employment in an engineering sector by 

developing the necessary generic and practical skills, knowledge and understanding 

and employability skills. 

It focuses on the broad areas of Mechanical, Fabrication, Electrical, Electronic, 

Maintenance, and on an element of Design and Manufacture. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


